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A Short History of Greek Literature, from Homer to Julian. By 
Wilmer Cave Wright. New York: American Book Co., 
1907. Pp. 543. $1.50. 

In the Preface Professor Wright says, 

The writer of a survey of Greek literature so brief as this feels throughout the 
task the lack of elbow-room, and must always be acutely conscious of omissions. I 
have kept constantly in mind the reader who, though little or not at all acquainted with 
the classics, realizes that he cannot appreciate any other literature, least of all his own, 
unless he can relate its masterpieces to the types set, once for all, by the Greeks. He 
may safely ignore all but the best. But this book is intended no less for the student 
of Greek who, in his second or third year at college, will profit immensely by a rapid 
survey of the whole field of Greek literature. 

Hence the declaimers are given place as well as the creative writers. 

This is a big field to cover in 500 pages; can it be more than a catalogue of 
names and facts and books ? It is much more than this. The treatment of single 
authors is necessarily brief, but it is not merely a rehash of facts that we already 
know. The treatment is individual; we feel the distinctive touch of this historian 
of literature throughout; she seems acquainted at first hand with the author she 
discusses and fairly conversant with the literature of the subject. Her scheme or 
space does not admit of selections from representative English translations, to 
illustrate the masterpieces of the principal authors, a feature which lends interest 
to Professor Capps's excellent book From Homer to Theocritus. If we were to have 
another history of Greek literature — for the reason that there is a new "series" 
by another publisher, if for no other — then an undeniable requisite was that it 
must not simply cover the ground, but be readable. One must be grateful to a 
historian who does not bore us. I have taken up this book on different days and 
at various hours, when fresh and when tired, and have never failed to become 
interested. While taking a class through the fragments of the lyric poets, and 
fresh from the charm of these, I have enjoyed reading Professor Wright on Sappho 
and Alcaeus, Simonides and Bacchylides. 

As a specimen of the style, as well as a statement of the trend of present-day 
opinion on the Homeric question, the following will serve: 

Wolf's theory of a conglomerate Iliad like the Mah&bhdrato has fallen into the 
background, and his idea of the functions of the Peisistratean commission hardly coin- 
cides with the present conception of the Attic recension. His work had been mainly 
destructive. His famous disciple, Lachmann, following in his steps, dissected the 
Iliad into nineteen separate lays. His "Kleinliedertheorie" too had its day, and has 
been shelved — laudatur et alget. G. Hermann is the father of the theory which has 
supplanted the views of Wolf and Lachmann, the conception of a nucleus or kernel 
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which suffered gradual expansion from a series of redactions. The design was fixed 
by the original poet when he chose the wrath of Achilles for his theme; the later redac- 
tors respected, to a certain extent, his limits. Their part was to vary and embellish, 
varias inducere plumas; but some dislocation of the original sequence of the story, 
some rending of the tissues, was inevitable. With as many variations as scholars, this 
view now prevails. 

A feature of the book especially commendable is the bibliography to be found 
after each important author, or group of authors. This covers MSS, editions, 
literature, translations; and while here omissions will be more noticeable than in 
the text, it will be especially helpful to the teacher and student, and not unwelcome 
to the specialist for all general lines outside of his own particular authors. There 
is also a serviceable chronological table and a very good and full index. 

C. F. S. 



Ancient Britain and the Invasions of Julius Caesar. By T. Rice 
Holmes. Oxford: The Clarendon Press; New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1907. Pp. xvi+764. $5. net. 

Mr. Holmes's earlier book, Caesar's Conquest of Gaul, is today the most valu- 
able single work in the literature of Caesar's Gallic campaigns. As its title 
indicates, it contains no discussion of the questions involved in the expeditions 
to Britain, except indeed an inadequate discussion of the port from which he 
sailed. Mr. Holmes has now filled the gap thus left in his former work, by giving 
us a companion volume, worthy in every respect of its predecessor. The aim of 
the present work differs, however, from that of the former. In the Conquest of 
Gaul Mr. Holmes set out to explain Caesar's narrative, and was drawn incidentally 
into a discussion of the ethnology of Gaul: in the present volume he sets him- 
self the task of bringing together into one work all that is known of man in Bri- 
tain from the Palaeolithic Age down to 43 A. v., when the Roman occupation of 
Britain began under Claudius. Students of the former work are fully prepared 
for the fairness and open-mindedness of the present one. They will not expect 
to agree with all the arguments and conclusions, but they will know that Mr. 
Holmes has himself stated the evidence on which they may form their own differing 
conclusions. They will find some improvement in the marshalling of the evidence, 
though even yet the author's desire to do justice to all earlier theories occasionally 
entangles his reader in a maze of poorly arranged discussion, in spite of Mr. 
Holmes's own clear thinking and most readable English style. 

The interest of Latin teachers will probably center on the 300 pages or less 
which discuss Caesar's invasions, and especially on the solution of those most 
vexed questions, Caesar's starting-point and landing-place. In recent years 
the discussion on these points has narrowed down to the question whether he 
sailed from Boulogne or Wissant, and whether, after approaching Britain, he 
sailed east from Dover to the vicinity of Deal or west from Folkestone to that of 
Hythe. Mr. Holmes now claims to have demonstrated to a certainty that Caesar 



